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Definition of  Airway Competency 

The paramedic student should establish airway competency by 
mastering the following:  

1.  Adequately assess, establish, maintain and monitor the 
airway throughout patient contact. 

2.  Perform basic airway management, including the use of  
basic maneuvers and airway adjuncts.  

3.  Prepare and perform advanced airway management. 

4.  Demonstrate psychomotor skill proficiency related to all 
levels of  airway management. 



Definition of  Airway Competency 

The paramedic student should establish airway competency by 
mastering the following: 

5.  Perform airway management in various environments, 
including laboratory, clinical and field. 

6.  Verify correct placement of  airway devices utilizing the 
following assessments and adjuncts: direct visualization 
(preferred), capnography (preferred), indirect visualization, 
chest sounds, abdominal sounds, oxygen saturation, changes 
in level of  consciousness, skin color, and vital signs. 

7.  Demonstrate critical thinking and clinical judgment 
regarding total airway management decision making. 





 

Airway Competency Statement is NOT a standard 
– only a recommendation 



 

Recommendation is based 
on medical science research 



 

Paramedic students need to be successful in 
ANY combination of airway management tools 



 

As with all other required skills, 
terminal competency in airway management  

must be DEFINED by the program’s Advisory 
Committee and validated by the program’s 

Medical Director. 



Summary 

"   As the field of  EMS moves toward evidence-based science, so 
must the education of  EMS providers. 

"   The airway recommendation is the first step in this process. 

"   Remember: This is only a recommendation based on the 
current medical research – NOT A STANDARD! The 
program may choose how it determines airway competency. 

"   Similar to ACLS, this recommendation may change over 
time with evidence-based science. 
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